
Polgooth Village Hall 
Minutes of the meeting of the Village Hall Committee held on Monday 14th September 2015 at 

7.30pm 
 
 

Present – Jonathan Childs, David Prior, Margaret Prior, Chris Passmore, Karina Davis, Wendy 
Hitchens, Garry Hitchens, Pam Hitchens, Nigel Hitchens, Di Thompson, Drena Banks, Sharon Kendall, 
Zoe Howard. 
Apologies – Michele Taylor, Tanya Williams, Jeannette Warren. 
 
Not Attending – Tim Warren, Tom Lott, Jill Lott, Billy Ensor, Jane Hicks, Steve Thornhill, Liz Thornhill, 
Craig Thornhill, Mark Butcher, Sam Butcher, Kate Spencer. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting were approved unanimously in the absence of a chairperson. 
 
Matters arising from these minutes: The defibrillator has been installed and is fully operational. The 
new curtains are all hung and has improved the look substantially. Thanks were given both to Di 
Thompson for sourcing and purchasing them, and to Nigel Hitchens for erecting them. Garry 
Hitchens confirmed the hall’s constitution is all written up and documented. 
 
Treasurers Report Jonathan Childs was pleased to report that our finances are looking slightly 
healthier than when we last met. The current balance is £2280 and this does not include money that 
the Pantomime players have set aside for us. There is also a large credit on the gas bill, which is 
hoped will cover the majority of the winter period.  
 
Reports 
 
Polgooth Times – Di Thompson confirmed the closing date for the next edition is Friday 2nd October.  
Distribution will be mid-November.  
Polgooth Players – The variety show is all planned and going ahead for one night only, 10th October 
with guest headliners – The St Mewan School Community Choir. This year’s pantomime has been 
confirmed as Mother Goose and there is a production meeting being held on 4th October. 
Polgooth Church - Drena Banks reported that the church would be holding a pasty and dessert lunch 
on 6th October at 12.30pm. Garry Hitchens requested that any church events be passed on to him so 
he could include on the weebly website. 
Ladies Group – Pam Hitchens reported that the group were going well but no specific functions were 
discussed. 
Keep fit – Margaret Hitchens reported that the group had recently resumed after the summer break. 
They are now using the hall indoors on a Monday afternoon session. 
St Mewan Parish Council – Chris Passmore had nothing specific to report. 
Bookings – Sharon Kendall confirmed there were still ad hoc birthday parties and events being 
booked but the main bookings were from the regular user groups.  
Kids Group – Karina Davis sadly reported that due to there being no offers of volunteer assistance, 
she has had to fold the group for the time being. Di Thompson recommended Karina put a small 
note in the Polgooth Times to see if any help can be found this way. Karina would like to re-open if 
the help she needs materialises. All the safeguarding paperwork required to run the group has been 
finalised. 
Film Club – Garry Hitchens confirmed there were now 60 members, 5 were new in September. The 
next film showing will be ‘Skyfall’ on 1st October, and there will be a children’s film shown during the 
October half term week, the film has yet to be decided. 
 



Any Other Business – 
1. Zoe Howard, a resident of the village, attended the meeting as she was aware of our 

fundraising efforts to improve the hall. She explained to us that there is an organisation 
called the Engage Foundation which she is involved in. They offer grants/donations to family 
based projects and believes the village hall may be eligible. Zoe very kindly offered to apply 
on our behalf and Garry Hitchens has offered to provide her with assistance if required. The 
committee thanks Zoe for her input. The deadline for this application is 29th September. 

2. Garry Hitchens explained he had already sent in a couple of applications for funding and is 
waiting to hear back soon. There is another grant he wishes to apply for but due to the 
complicated nature of the forms, he will contact Peter Stafford to see if he would be willing 
to assist. 

3. The kettle in the kitchen is not working. Wendy Hitchens agreed to source a new one. 
4. A date has been set to paint the inside of the building – 14th November from 9.30am 

onwards. Any help would be appreciated. 
5. It was agreed to have another Christmas fayre this year. The church explained they still 

wished to be involved and are happy to provide donations of soup, cakes etc. and can help 
run stalls on the day, but are no longer able to assist with the setting up of tables and 
coordinating. Wendy Hitchens agreed to coordinate the day. Nigel Hitchens and Jonathan 
Childs offered to set up the tables. Sharon Kendall offered to set up the grotto as usual. Pam 
Hitchens agreed to coordinate the stall bookings. The date has been set for 12th December. 
 

Meeting closed 8.50pm. Date of next meeting Monday 9th November 2015 at 7.30pm.  
 
Minutes signed as a true record                                                                                                         Chairman 
 


