
Polgooth Village Hall 
Minutes of the meeting of the Village Hall Committee held on Monday 14th March 2016 at 7.30pm 

 
 

Present – Nigel Hitchens, Sharon Kendall, Garry Hitchens, Jane Hicks, Tim Warren, Billy Ensor, Drena 
Banks, Di Thompson, Pam Hitchens, Jonathan Childs, Michele Taylor. 
 
Apologies – Wendy Hitchens, Jeannette Warren, Tanya Williams, David Prior, Margaret Prior. 
 
Not Attending – Tom Lott, Jill Lott,  Steve Thornhill, Liz Thornhill, Craig Thornhill, Mark Butcher, Sam 
Butcher, Kate Spencer, Karina Davis, Chris Passmore, Shelly Warren. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting were approved unanimously in the absence of a chairperson. 
 
Matters arising from these minutes: Nigel has had a response from Cormac regarding the tarmac for 
the parking area. They are not able to make any donations but have given Nigel a couple of prices. 
All agreed this was quite expensive and Nigel will get some quotes from other companies for a 
future meeting. 
As Tanya Williams was unable to attend tonight’s meeting, we could not discuss the plans for the 
queen’s 90th birthday celebrations. We were not even sure what date Tanya was considering. Nigel 
Hitchens offered to liaise with Tanya and if there is a feasibility for an event he will email the 
committee. 
Nigel Hitchens explained that the college students have visited the premises and drawn up a list of 
all required parts for the heating project. They are now sourcing some prices and intend to 
commence work after the Easter holidays. The estimate is approximately £4000. 
 
Treasurers Report Jonathan Childs reported that our finances were slightly lower than last meeting. 
The large insurance bill has been paid plus some other small bills.  There is currently approximately 
£1500 in the bank. Garry Hitchens then handed Jonathan £230, proceeds from the film club. 
 
Reports 
 
Polgooth Times – Di Thompson reported that they are ticking along and continue to try and promote 
the film club as best they can. The deadline for the next edition is 8th April. 
Polgooth Players – Garry Hitchens reported that this year’s pantomime (Mother Goose) went very 
well. Ticket sales were up on previous years. The early start time on the opening night seemed very 
well received. The Players are to hold their AGM in April and will discuss how much money they will 
be able to pass on to the village hall.  
Polgooth Church –Drena Banks reported that their afternoon services will in time be cancelled and 
will revert to the usual morning slots. There is due to be an Easter coffee morning on Thursday 24th 
March. A discussion took place over how much the Church should be charged for using the hall when 
their intention is to fundraise. Michele Taylor proposed and Garry Hitchens seconded that they pay 
10% of their proceeds with a cap of a maximum of £15. All were in favour. 
Tuesday Ladies – Pam Hitchens reported that the group still had a good attendance. In the near 
future they are holding an evening of Cornish singing and poetry. 
Wednesday Ladies – No one to report. 
Keep fit – No one to report. 
St Mewan Parish Council – No one to report. 
Bookings – Michele Taylor reported that Johnny Cowling has been booked for 3rd April. This is a 
fundraising event for Cornwall Air Ambulance. The organiser had requested if it was possible to use 
the raised seating for the event. As this will involve a lot more work and time to put up and take back 



down, we all agreed this should incur a slightly higher charge. Jonathan Childs proposed and Nigel 
Hitchens seconded a hire charge of £50. All were in favour. 
Film Club – Garry Hitchens reported the club had enjoyed ‘About Time’ and ‘Spectre’ since the last 
meeting. He also showed a children’s film during half term which was well attended by 31 people. 
Upcoming films are hopefully to include ‘Bridge of Spies’, ‘The Martian’, ‘The Lady in the Van’ and 
‘Star Wars the Force Awakens’. 
 
Any Other Business – 

1. As reported in previous meetings minutes, the Polgooth events committee are trying to 
organise Christmas lights for the village. They have approached Jonathan Childs to ask if it is 
possible to use the village hall as purely a billing address for the electrical supply. They will 
take full responsibility for payment of the bills, but need a billing address for the supply. All 
were in favour that this would be acceptable. 

2. Sharon Kendall offered to organise another quiz evening as a hall fundraiser.  
3. Although David and Margaret Prior were not actually at the meeting, during the time that 

the meeting was being held, they had sent an email to Garry Hitchens to offer their 
apologies for not being able to attend tonight, and also (with regret) to give notice that they 
are stepping down from the committee due to family commitments.  The committee offer 
their thanks for their support whilst they have been involved. 
 

Meeting closed 8.30pm. Date of next meeting Monday 9th May 2016 at 7.30pm.  
 
Minutes signed as a true record                                                                                                         Chairman 
 


